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Four new Indigenous Protected Areas,
totaling an astounding 10.3 million
acres (about the size of Switzerland),
were established in Western
Australia's Kimberley region with help
from The Nature Conservancy. The
Conservancy has invested nearly $1
million of strategic financing toward
developing plans that will see this land
managed to international standards,
with Traditional Owners leading the
way in conserving their own country.
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The first conservation easement outside the Americas is protecting the world's last
forest of rare ka trees (Terminalia carolinensis) in wetlands on the island of Kosrae
in the Federated States of Micronesia (right). Local families who own the land and
the Conservancy's Micronesia program sought expertise from the Conservancy’s
California and North Carolina chapters, opting to use funds from the transaction

to create an endowment that will ensure the forest's long-term conservation
management. This pioneer project, involving many local and international partners,
with funding from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation and the U.S. Forest
Service, should help spread the protection technique throughout the Pacific and
become another tool in furthering ridges-to-reefs conservation efforts in island
nations around the world.
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